THANKSGIVING

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

TITHE is not a four letter word.  Although we Catholics probably think it is.  After all, that is something only the Protestants do, right?  Besides, the Catholic Church has all of the money it needs, right?  If they need more money, they usually ask and we always give it to them, right?  So why should we spend time and effort in trying to understand and then, God help us, tithe as part of our Discipleship Covenant?

These are questions our parish is starting to ask.  To answer them we need to go back to the basics and even to the beginning of man on earth.

First, what does tithe mean?  From Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary, we learn that tithe is a “tenth part paid in kind or money as a voluntary contribution or as a tax especially for the support of a religious establishment.”  Note that the definition says “for the support of a religious establishment”.  How then does the Catholic Church define our responsibility to tithe?  The Church tells us to take “the first portion” (top 10%) of our total income and return it to God, through our Church, to continue Christ’s work on earth.

This is all fine for Webster and today’s Catholic Church, but what basis is there for tithing in the Bible?  The first example of tithing we can find in the Bible is the story of Cain and Abel, where a lamb is sacrificed by burning as a tenth portion in thanksgiving to God.  There are many more stories of giving and tithing in the Old Testament and no less than sixteen references to tithing in the New Testament.  Jesus in many New Testament stories is continually asking us to “turn our backs on worldly goods”.  A rare example of where Jesus could not accept someone who is asking to be included as a disciple is the story of the young man who is unable to give up his worldly possessions and follow Him.

Few of us are scripture scholars, but just from the many readings we hear each Sunday, we have learned that God expects us to give back in thanksgiving for all of the gifts we have been given.  And we have been assured that if we “return to God” of what we have, God will “provide for us in return”.

So what does all of this mean to us in our own Discipleship?  As part of our Discipleship we are being asked to “first give back to God in a regular and appropriate percentage from all that we receive”.  We should not give because our Parish or the Catholic Church “needs” the money, but because it is our responsibility as followers of Jesus Christ to give back to God in thanksgiving for all that we have and to continue Christ’s work on earth.

As Jesus would say, “In the matter of Thanksgiving, are you my disciple?”

